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Word From Tenacious 

This is the first issue of Tenacious. Several female prisoners got 
together and decided to put together a zine on women's issues in 
prison. We encourage all women with something to share to feel 
free to contribute. What you,read is not necessarily the ideas or 
opinions of those behind Tenacious but the ideas and opinions of the 
individuals that wrote what you read. If you agree, disagree or want 
to comment on something you read in this issue or any future 
issue(s) of Tenacious, we suggest you take it up with the individual 
that wrote what you read (contributor's info is listed in the back of 
this zine). If the contributor wishes to be published anonymously 
due to prison conditions or officials, we will do so. Comments can 
then be addressed to Tenacious and we will try to forward to the 
contributor. 

This zine is about freedom of speech and overcoming difficult times 
and remaining true to yourself, speaking up for yourself and others* 
rights (whatever you believe those to be). The contributors and 
volunteers associated with putting together and publishing this zine 
do not and will not get paid for their stories, artwork, etc. There will 
be a small fee (maybe) to obtain this zine, but it goes towards 
producing the next issue (printing, paper, distributing, etc). We hope 
to put out an issue of Tenacious every three months or so. 

Please send your contributions to: 

V. Law 

PO Box 20388 

Tompkins Square Station 
New York, NY 10009 



Cover art by Gretchen Schumacher, Coffee Creek Correctional Facility, Oregon 



So. Chicago ABC Zine Distro 

PutHtsrwr and Distributor 

P.O. Box 721 

Homewood, IL 60430 
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To Support the Contributing Prisoners 

Prison life isn't simple. Prisoners are not handed out freebies 
They work long hours for little pay. Slave labor! If anyone 
would like to support any of the Oregon prisoners that 
contributed their writings, etc, to Tenacious, you can send a 
money order, made payable to their last name and state 
identification number (SID#) and mail it to: 

Oregon DOC Central Trust Account 
POBox 14400 
Salem, OR 97309-5077 

Whatever is sent to any woman will help her purchase 
stamped envelopes, writing supplies, hygiene items, etc. 

If you would like to offer moral, emotional, mental, etc. 
support, we encourage you to write to that prisoner! Their 
name, SID#, and address are with their writing. 

To support Kebby Warner or Beverly Henry, send a money 
order directly to them. Include each woman's SID number on 
the money order. 

*Note that Beverly Henry has 22% deducted from each money 
order. Please contact her first before sending any donation. 
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Life on the lnst'4e 



United States Atheists, 6514 SE Foster Rd, Portland, OR 97206 



Some spirits were made unbreakable. Mine is one of those 
spirits, that stands strong against the blows of captivity from an 
indifferent world/society, that is mostly blind to the corruption 
inside of prison. I'm told that I am a difficult prisoner to deal 
with, cause I speak loudly and boldly about my rights as a 
human, a U.S. citizen, a prisoner. T question the gestapo's 
authority, their actions and never refrain from putting on in 
their place when their sense of power urges them over the line. 
1 cite the law to them, their own rules, and code of ethics 
they're supposed to follow. Usually when doing so 1 use a 
clear, semi -sarcastic, smart verbal approach— which seems to 
make them cringe. Of course, due to this, I'm watched more 
than my fellow prisoners, and whenever the gestapos get a 
chance to call me on something, they don't miss their chance. 
Let's just say, I keep them on their feet, and continuously 
wondering what I am up to. It's become a game to make it a 
point to smile at them. 



What saddens me is that the women here at OWCC (-Salem) are 
so subservient, never sticking together or standing up for their 
rights in order for change. Most are afraid of the hole 
(segregation) or losing what privileges they are given. There 
are very few other prisoners like me that don't give a shit about 
segregation or a few privileges taken away. I try to explain to 
them that their spirits are broken down, their dignity destroyed. 



The above are various newsletter publications and organizations that 
we have found to be helpful/interesting to and for prisoners. To find 
out subscription rates or information, you'll just have to write. If 
you know of any, by all means shoot us their information (name & 
address) to be published in future issues. 
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Newsletter, Publications & Organization Addresses 

APLAN, 8 1 8 SW 3 rd Avenue, # ] 59, Portland, OR 97204 

Break the Chains, PO Box 1 1 33 1 , Eugene, OR 97440 

CounterPunch, PO Box 18675, Washington, DC 20036 

Earth & Animal Liberation Prisoner Support GrouD 

BM Box 1160 

London WC1N 3XX United Kingdom 

F AMMgram, 1 6 1 2 K Street NW # 1 400, Washington, DC 20006 

National Lawyers Guild Prison Law Project 

Disbarred 558 Copp Street Sin Francisco, CA 94110 

OFF! Edior, OCC SUNY Binghainton, Binghamton, NY 1 3902 

Prison Legal News, 2400 NW 80 St. # 1 48, Seattle, WA 98 1 1 7 

South Chicago ABC, PO Box 72 1 , Homewood, IL 60430 

The Coalition for Prisoners' Rights, PO Box I9l I, Santa Fe NM 
87504 

The National Prison Project of the ACLU 
1 875 Connecticut Ave. NW #410 
Washington, DC 20009 



I'm simply told I'm negative or too aggressive in my 
beliefs/opinions. Well geez, thank goodness I'm not weak 
and/or subservient. I'm the type that gets knocked down and 
gets right back up on my feet. 

I've got a new cellmate and she didn't know me by looks, but 
she heard a lot about me and thought I was a big 200 or 300 
pound butch black girl, cause so many people talk about me, 
and describe me as being vicious and mean. She was 
completely surprised cause I'm like 5'&", 120 pounds and 
white. It was like, "Wow!" So I pretty much walk around 
laughing my ass off, cause of the false image so many have of 
me. I'm quiet, tame and laid back until I'm provoked. 



Barrilee Bannister 
#11309597 
PO Box 9000 
Wilsonville, OR 97070 
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